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Town of Glen Echo 

 

Ordinance  

(Dumpsters, Portable Storage Units, and Heavy Equipment; Street Closures) 

 

Ordinance No.: 19-05 

Introduced:  December 9, 2019 

Adopted:   

Effective Date:   

 

SUBJECT:   AN ORDINANCE TO REQUIRE A PERMIT FOR A 

DUMPSTER, PORTABLE STORAGE UNIT, AND HEAVY 

EQUIPMENT USED IN THE RIGHT-OF-WAY, AND TO 

REGULATE STREET OBSTRUCTIONS AND CLOSURES 

 

WHEREAS, Maryland Code, Local Government Article, Section 5-202, as amended, 

grants to the legislative body of every incorporated municipality in Maryland, including the Town 

of Glen Echo, general power to pass such ordinances not contrary to the Constitution of Maryland, 

or the public general law, as deemed necessary in order to assure the good government of the 

municipality, to protect and preserve the municipality’s rights, property, and privileges, to preserve 

peace and good order, to secure persons and property from danger and destruction, and to protect 

the health, comfort and convenience of the citizens of the municipality;  

 

 WHEREAS, Sections 413 and 415 of the Charter of the Town of Glen Echo authorize the 

Town Council to pass ordinances not contrary to the Constitution and laws of the State of Maryland 

or the Charter of the Town of Glen Echo (the “Town”); 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 802 of the Charter of the Town of Glen Echo authorizes the Town 

Council to do whatever it deems necessary to establish, operate, maintain, or close the public ways 

of the Town; 

 

 WHEREAS, after proper notice to the public, the Town Council introduced the following 

Ordinance in an open meeting conducted on the 9th day of December, 2019;  

 

 WHEREAS, after proper notice to the public, the Town Council considered the following 

Ordinance in public session assembled on the __ day of ______________, 2019;  

 

 WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that the ordinance as hereinafter set forth is necessary 

in order to assure the good government of the municipality, to protect and preserve the 

municipality’s rights, property, and privileges, to preserve peace and good order, to secure persons 

and property from danger and destruction, and to protect the health, comfort and convenience of 

the citizens of the Town, and otherwise advantageous and beneficial to the Town.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Town Council does hereby adopt the foregoing Ordinance. 
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BE IT ORDAINED AND ORDERED, this ___th day of June, 2019, by the Town Council, 

acting under and by virtue of the authority given it by the Maryland Code and the Town of Glen 

Echo Charter, the Town Code be and is hereby amended as follows: 

 

* * * 

 

ARTICLE 3 

BUILDING CODE 

 

* * * 

Section 3.0   Definitions 

 

The following terms used in this Article have the following meanings: 

 

“Dumpster” means a large container, including, but not limited to, a detached wheeled 

trailer, designed or used to store rubbish, construction and/or demolition debris, or other 

material to be discarded. 

 

“Heavy equipment” means vehicles and machinery used to perform tasks such as excavating, 

grading, heavy lifting, demolition, or removal of large trees, including, but not limited to, 

cranes, bulldozers, or other items which may damage the public right-of-way when placed 

upon or moved across the street surface, curb, or sidewalk. 

 

“Portable storage unit” means a large portable container designed or used for the outdoor 

storage of personal property, including, but not limited to, portable containers that are 

leased for temporary use. 

 

* * * 

 

Section 3.3   (Reserved) Dumpsters, Portable Storage Units, and Heavy Equipment.  

 

A.  Dumpsters and Portable Storage Units.  No person shall place or maintain a dumpster or 

portable storage unit on property within the Town without obtaining a permit from the 

Town Clerk or Mayor.  The Town Clerk or Mayor may condition such permit upon such 

terms or restrictions as the Town Clerk or Mayor deem necessary to protect the public 

health, safety or welfare, including, but not limited to, a limit on the number of consecutive 

days a dumpster or portable storage may be placed or maintained on private property, and 

that a dumpster be covered while work requiring the dumpster is not ongoing.  Unless the 

Town Clerk or Mayor approves otherwise, no person shall place or maintain any portable 

storage unit or dumpster on public property or in the public right-of-way. 

 

B.  Heavy Equipment. No person shall place any heavy equipment upon or move any heavy 

equipment over an improved street surface, curb, or public sidewalk within the Town 

without obtaining a permit from the Town Clerk or Mayor.  The Town Clerk or Mayor may 

condition such permit upon such terms or restrictions as the Town Clerk or Mayor deem 

necessary to protect the public health, safety or welfare. 
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C.   Required Bond. No permit will be issued under this Section unless the permittee has 

deposited with the Town a bond or other security in a form satisfactory to the Mayor and in 

such amount as may be established by the Town Council by resolution from time to time, to 

be applied toward the cost of repair of damage caused to Town of Glen Echo property and 

public rights-of-way and improvements thereon, and that the placement and use of the 

dumpster, portable storage unit, or heavy equipment will be in accordance with the terms of 

the permit issued in connection therewith. The bond may be applied to repair or correct any 

damage or injury to public property, including treatment or replacement of trees and 

plantings, as the Town Clerk or Mayor in their discretion shall determine. Upon removal of 

the dumpster, portable storage unit, or heavy equipment for which the permit was issued, 

the balance of the bond, less any amounts retained by the Town pursuant to this subsection, 

shall be returned. 

 

E.  Permit Fee. An application for the placement or use of a dumpster, portable storage unit, 

or heavy equipment shall be submitted to the Town Clerk along with an application fee in 

the amount set forth on the fee schedule approved by the Town Council from time to time.  

 

* * * 

ARTICLE 17 

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 

 

* * * 

 

Section 17.6 Warning Devices and Barricades Required Obstruction of Streets 

 

In addition to requirements contained elsewhere in this Article, it shall be unlawful to 

obstruct or close any street, sidewalk or other public right-of-way with construction material, 

equipment, debris or excavated materials after local sunset and before local sunrise without 

marking said material, equipment, or debris with reflective warning signs, barricades, and such 

other devices as may be required by the Town to the front and to the rear of said construction.  

During daylight hours all such obstructions shall be clearly marked and barricaded to insure the 

safety of pedestrians and vehicular traffic without obtaining a permit from the Town Clerk or 

Mayor. The Town Clerk or Mayor may condition such permit upon such terms or 

restrictions as the Town Clerk or Mayor deem necessary to protect the public health, safety 

or welfare, including, but not limited to requiring a bond or other security to to ensure the 

restoration or repair of any damage to the public rights-of-way, sidewalks, curbs, or 

roadways and compliance with with the terms of the permit issued in connection therewith.  

An application for the obstruction or closure of a street, sidewalk or other public right-of-

way shall be submitted to the Town Clerk along with an application fee in the amount set 

forth on the fee schedule approved by the Town Council from time to time. 

 

* * * 

 

Bold Underline indicates new language 

Strikethrough indicates language deleted 
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Asterisks * * * indicate language unchanged 

 

 

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ORDERED, by the Town Council, acting 

under and by virtue of the authority granted to it by the Maryland Code and the Town of Glen 

Echo Charter, that:  

 

1. If any part or provision of this Ordinance is declared by a court of competent 

jurisdiction to be invalid, the part or provision held to be invalid shall not affect the validity of the 

Ordinance as a whole or any remaining part thereof; and 

 

2. This Ordinance shall take effect, twenty (20) days after passage by the Council and 

approval of the Mayor. 

 

Attest:       

 

 I hereby attest that the above Ordinance was duly adopted by the Town Council on the ___ 

th day of __________, 2019, by a vote of ____ in favor and _____ in opposition. 

 

 

 

      ________________________________   

      Beth Boa, Clerk-Treasurer    

      Town of Glen Echo  

     

Approved: 

 

 

 

_________________________________ Date: ________ 

Willem Polak, Mayor 

Town of Glen Echo    


