December 2012
Natural Gas and Zoning Issues
at Forefront
By Patty Sieber and Phyllis Fordham
More Completed Gas Questionnaires Needed
At the November Council meeting, Catherine and Steven
Hathaway updated the Town Council on the interim results of the survey they conducted on behalf of the Town.
Results will inform both Washington Gas and the Council
so that decisions can be made regarding an invitation to
Washington Gas to bring natural gas to Glen Echo. At the
October Council meeting, Washington Gas representatives outlined possible costs to the Town of bringing in
gas lines. The cost will depend on the number of households that choose to convert to gas, the location of those
houses and the type and number of appliances or systems
that would be converted. For instance, if all households
that wanted gas were on one street and every household
planned to install a new furnace and hot water heater to

use gas, the cost to the Town would be minimized as gas
lines would cover a smaller geographic area and serve a
dense customer base. The Hathaways reported that, at the
time of the Council meeting, 40 residents had returned
completed surveys. Thirty confirmed interest and twentyfour of those expressed their intent to include a furnace,
which uses most of the gas consumed in a gas-supplied
household. The goal for return of all surveys was November 30.
It appears that questions still arise when the issue
is addressed. Some are not sure if the survey entails a
commitment or will simply act as information to assist
with the Council’s decision-making process. One council
member noted that many have asked why Washington
Gas would not pay the entire cost of bringing in the lines;
another resident wanted to know how much it will cost
to bring gas from the meters to the appliances inside the
house and another inquired about the amount the Town is
able to contribute. Yet another asked why all utilities canCONTINUED on page 3
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timony, she pointed to the fact that a single house could
be torn down to make way for two houses if there were
two lots, and if a vacant lot existed, even as a side yard, it
would be possible to “shoehorn” another house in there if
there is no minimum lot size.
At the same hearing, Burton Gray testified for the
Cabin John Citizens Association. The Association made
the point that current variance approval procedures in
the County allow for building on a lot smaller than 5000
square feet, and the variance process provides more
scrutiny into each case rather than allowing the lot to
be developed “by right” as ZTA 12-16 would allow. If
the text amendment is adopted as written, the variance
process will be abandoned for new construction on these
small lots, unless there are setback issues involved.
The Committee will soon hold a work session and then
make their recommendations to the entire Council. For
further information, contact Councilmember Nancy Floreen at 240-777-7958 or Jeffrey Zyontz, staff attorney, at
240-777-7896.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Chapel Valley
$2,863.83
Police Detail
685.00
Pepco
466.12

CONTINUED from page 1

not be undergrounded if the gas line project is undertaken.
In answer to those questions, Mayor Beers explained
that the Council still needed to discuss any potential Town
expenditures, although Washington Gas had mentioned
$30,000 to $33,000 if everyone wanted to convert to
gas. Once the surveys are all completed, a more realistic estimate can be obtained. The cost of bringing gas to
systems in each house, from the meter to the appliances,
is expected to be about $200. She also explained that
undergrounding all utilities would be cost prohibitive and
would not stop many of the power outages we experience
during storms. The Town is willing to cooperate with the
Gas Company and consider a subsidy to fund the cost of
installing lines since there is reason to think that this additional energy source will ultimately reduce the cost of
household operation and therefore, buoy property values.
The questionnaires are a statement of intent, which is
non-binding and will be used for information purposes
only at this time.
Council discussion continued, with concerns about the
Gas Company’s ability to get permits to cross MacArthur
Boulevard and any additional costs to homeowners. The
Mayor indicated that if the project is undertaken, residents may be able to negotiate preferred prices for installation of new heating systems and appliances.

Permission to Demolish 6100 Princeton
On a separate County Permitting issue, Florian and Robin
Kogelnik received permission from the County to demolish the current house at this address. Robin provided plans
CONTINUED on Page 4

ADHD Coaching For LIFE™
• Support for Children and Adults
• Specializing in Professional
and Academic Transitions
• Focus on Moving Forward
in all Areas of Life and Work
• Daily Check-Ins

County Zoning Change Seen as Potential Threat

• Flexible Schedule

Debbie Beers advised the Council that she will testify before the Planning, Housing and Economic Development
Committee of the County Council regarding a proposed
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance that controls lot size
for buildable small lots. Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA)
12-16 deals with pre 1928 lots that are less than 5000
square feet. In her testimony, Mayor Beers pointed out
that the common size for lots in Glen Echo was, at one
time, 2500 to 3000 square feet. Currently, houses may be
built on two or more lots. Some residents own adjacent
lots that are, in effect, their side or back yards. In her tes-

Candace Sahm, MA Ed/HD
contact: coach@candacesahm.com
Positive Learning Experiences, LLC
• A Coaching Approach to Tutoring
• ADHD Specialists / SAT-ACT Prep

Call 301.229.9515
www.candacesahm.com • www.pletutoring.com
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GLEN ECHO PARK REPORT

CONTINUED from Page 3

National Park Service Ranger Donna Cuttone, temporary Site Manager of Glen Echo Park (GEP), reported
to the Council that a new Shooting Gallery Display is
underway and that NPS is developing an “app” for Clara
Barton NHS. Unfortunately, the Clara Barton NHS is in
need of a lot of restoration. Mayor Beers asked if there
was any upcoming funding to help with restoration. Ms.
Cuttone said that the NPS budget is set by Congress and
is for the day-to-day operations. Most of the money goes
to salary and there is not enough for extensive restoration
projects.
Clerk/Treasurer Nicole Fraser requested that the Oxford Road-GEP parking lot entrance rerouting proposal be
submitted to the project management information service
in time for the December deadline as NPS representative
Aaron LaRocca proposed in October. Councilmember
Long said that at one point when the entrance to the GEP
parking lot was under discussion there was a public meeting in the Town Hall. She said it appears that there is a
change in the feeling of town residents so far as location
is concerned and she hoped that Ms. Cuttone would give
the issue due consideration. Ms. Cuttone said that the
next step is that the request goes to compliance and NPS
will come out and look at it and make a recommendation. Mayor Beers said that she would like to hold another
public meeting before any final decision.
Ms. Long asked if GEPPAC was changing their agreement language in any way with the County and Mayor
Beers requested that GEP be proactive as they coordinate
with the Partnership.

for a new home to the Council in March 2012 and now
has both County and Town Permits. Later, Robin told The
Echo that demolition will commence and construction
should begin by the end of 2012. Demolition of the property will involve recycling of doors, hardware and other
materials that can be re-used from this old house. The
Kogelniks chose an organization called “Second Chance”
to carry out the recycle phase of the demolition.

Recycling Bins on the Way
The Council approved the purchase of 100 recycle bins.
They will be considerably larger (48 gallons) than current
bins with lids, wheels, axles and stop bars installed. The
bins will allow for greater amounts of mixed, recycled
materials to be put in just one container, instead of the
limitations now dictated by the small uncovered bins we
are using.

Glen Echo Park Partnership for Arts and Culture
The Partnership advised the Town last month of a proposed amendment to GEPPAC bylaws that would subject
the Town representative to term limits and would exclude
those who hold public office from participating on the
GEPPAC board, giving the Town representative ex officio status. The Council objected to removal of voting
rights and full representation, particularly since GEPPAC
activities affect town citizens directly as Glen Echo Park
is within the Town’s boundaries. The Mayor, who is the
current Town representative on the GEPPAC board, said
she would vote against the amendment by direction of the
Council.

Last Leaf Collection

Community Police Advisory Board

December 3

Matt Stiglitz, Town representative to the Community
Police Advisory Board, reported on crime statistics for
the Police District. He asked that residents lock their
cars, since this is the greatest crime in Glen Echo and
the holiday season may bring more incidents unless we
remain alert. In the broader geographic area, some daytime burglaries have occurred when owners briefly left
their homes unlocked. Finally, the Capital Crescent Trail
has seen several violent crimes and police are considering placement of a camera in the tunnel and posting of a
policeman at the tunnel entrance.

New Pathway To Health
A transformational approach to
health and wellness!
It is not a diet!!!
Contact: Wendy Martens
301.602.9286
wendy.martens@newpathwaytohealth.com
www.newpathwaytohealth.com
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THE ECHO IS RECRUITING!
GET INVOLVED IN TOWN AFFAIRS
THE EASY WAY

irst Aid Cer tified Throug
h
Pet F

PETSITTING PATRICIA

Wanted! Our staff is dedicated and
wonderful, but sometimes they need to take
a week or a month off. If you would like to be
involved but have time restraints,
here is another way to help out;
Substitute Proofreaders
Substitute Delivery Representatives
Substitute Reporters
Event Photographers
Call Phyllis Fordham at 301-263-0552 to learn
more about how easy it is. We love our Town
and want communication to work the best that
it can. The Echo has an allvolunteer staff and contracts only
for printing services.

BY

Serving NW DC and Bethesda for over 18 years
Bonded and Insured • Excellent References

301-229-4774

• Cat care
• Midday dog walks
• Overnight housesitting

petsbypatricia@gmail.com
www.petsittingbypatricia.com

Real Estate Report
44 Wellesley Circle
11 Vassar Circle
7317 University

$850,000
469,000
449,000

For Sale
For Sale
Under
Contract

Indulge your Inner Gourmet &
Satisfy your Inner Green!
Serving the Community since 1975

Enjoy the Finest in Organic Local & Gourmet Products
Introducing Fine Wines & Microbrews-Organic Local Kosher, too!
Fresh Produce, Pastries & Artisan Breads Daily
Imported & Domestic Cheeses & Delicacies
Veggie, Vegan, Macro & Gluten-free Specialties
Vitamins, Supplements and Herbal Remedies
Unique Gifts, Cards, Clothing, Books, CDs and more...

www.bethesdacoop.org l 301-320-2530
M-Sat 8:30-9 l Sun 8:30-8

6500 Seven Locks Road

l

Cabin John, MD 20818
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CLASSIFIED ADS

HANDYMAN
LIVING IN YOUR NEIGBORHOOD
Electrical • Painting • Carpentry • Plumbing
Decks • Roofs Gutters • Drywall • Tiling
Masonry • Power Washing & Sealing

Create a New You. Do something fun for yourself
this year. Drop in for belly dance classes every Wed.,
7:00 pm-8:00 pm, at the Clara Barton Community
Center in Cabin John. $10/hr. For more info: email
dawnoftheflower@yahoo.com.

Bathroom, Kitchen
and Basement Remodeling
References from your Neighbors
Insured
Free Estimates

Hemy

973-432-2287 (c)
301-229-1450 (h)

Babysitting along with Art Activities. For kids 5
years old and up. $30 per hour with art activities, all
materials supplied. Making cards, pop-ups, drawings, books. $15 per hour for just sitting. Email Carol
Barton at cbarton@mindspring.com call
201-229-2213.
Cakes by Jane-Marie! Custom party and wedding
cakes by the 2012 winner of the Food Network’s
Cupcake Wars for the Disney-Pixar film theme,
Brave. For more information see www.cakesbyjmk.
com or Info@cakesbyjmk.com or call Jane at 240595-9991.

Steve’s Pet Care

Chess Anyone? If you'd like to participate in a Tuesday Night Chess Club please contact
marc.levenson@comcast.net.

202-320-2559
Adawehis@aol.com

Multiple Services: Woman with son attending Waldorf School three half days per week is seeking work
during school hours, T-Th from 9am-12noon. Experience in child-care, gardening, landscaping, house
painting, house cleaning, organization, etc. If you
can use my help, I will be pleased to supply a resume
and local references. Contact Kendra Taylor at 301606-3203 or via email at kmayfloyd@gmail.com.

In-home Care and Daily Walks
Reasonable Rates
Excellent References
Glen Echo Resident
Lab School Graduate 2004

Classified ads are free to Glen Echo residents and $1 per line
for non-residents. Display ads are $4 per vertical inch. Email
Gloria Levin at EchoBusinessMgr@gmail.com to set up your
ad. Deadline for ads is the 15th of each month.

Holiday Craft Show
Clara Barton Community Center
Sunday, Dec. 2, 1 to 5 pm
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GLEN ECHO TOWN

AROUND TOWN

HALL EVENTS

Susan Grigsby will lead an Advent Wreath workshop at The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer on
Sunday, December 2, following both liturgies, at
9:15am and 12:15pm. All ages may participate. Plastic base, foam, and candles will be provided. Bring
your own cut greenery (boxwood, pine, holly, etc.)
If you wish to participate, contact the Parish Office:
office.redeemer@verizon.net or 301-229-3770.
Kevin Branch, Superintendent of the C&O Canal, held an information session to update citizens on
the “Happenings along the Canal” at Town Hall on
November 15, 2012. He described the completion of
repairs at Old Angler’s. The National Park Service
continues to struggle to find funding to complete
enough projects to keep their assets in good condition. Volunteers help to supplement the NPS staff
and to donate funds to contribute to selected projects.

The Following Events Are Free to
All Town Residents
C&O Canal Association Board
Meeting
Sunday, Dec. 2, 1 pm-4 pm
English Country Dance
every Wednesday, 8 pm-10:30 pm
Town Council Meeting
Monday, Dec. 10, 8 pm
Holiday Party
Saturday, Dec. 15, 9 am-10:30 am

December 2012 at

REDEEMER

REPORTING A STREETLIGHT OUTAGE
Residents can report street light outages via the
internet and receive email correspondence
regarding progress on the solution of the issue.
Go to the home page of pepco.com. Access to the
new system can be gained under “Alerts and
Outage Information”.

■ SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
Holy Eucharist

Adult Forum & Bible Study
Professional Nursery Care
Choral Eucharist
Church School for All Ages

8:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

■ UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, December 2, at 5:00 p.m.
A Service of Lessons & Carols for Advent
Sunday, December 16, at 10;30 a.m.
Choral Eucharist with Christmas Pageant

Police Report

Monday, December 24, at 4:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve Worship: Festal Eucharist of the Nativity

Police officers monitored Oxford Road 3 times
in October for a total of 10 hours. There were
12 citations, and 39 warnings issued. Officers
reported that traffic has declined but they still see
a high number of violations.

The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer
6201 Dunrobbin Drive ▪ Bethesda, MD 20816
301-229-3770 ▪ office.redeemer@verizon.net
www.redeemerbethesda.org
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Photos from Our Halloween Party

Many thanks to Anna Bayer for
the Halloween photographs.
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Glen Echo Park Activities
The Puppet Co.
The Nutcracker
November 23-December 30

Adventure Theatre MTC
A Little House Christmas
November 17–December 31
See www.adventuretheatre.org
or call 301-634-2270

Tiny Tots
On select Wednesdays, Saturdays,
and Sundays at 10 am
See www.thepuppetco.org
or call 301-634-5380

Washington Conservatory of Music
Matthew Griswold, piano
December 2, 4:30pm
See www.washingtonconservatory.org
or call 301-320-2770

Ladies Night
is on holiday
during December

An Invitation To
Glen Echo Residents
Bring The Family To
The Annual
Holiday Party!
Omelettes And
Waffle Bar
Hot Drinks And Juices
Saturday, Dec. 15
9 am-10:30 am
Greet Neighbors And
Extend Good Wishes In
This Holiday Season!

8300 Burdette Road
Bethesda, MD 20817
301.968.1800
www.sunriseatfoxhill.com

Please call to experience the Fox Hill lifestyle;
join us for complimentary lunch and tour.
Sunrise at Fox Hill is an intimate assisted living community
providing personalized care that is tailored to the unique
needs of your loved one. They will enjoy life in our
professionally managed, country club setting. It's the
perfect alternative for seniors who can no longer live on
their own yet desire an independent lifestyle.
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